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SANDS Executive Board  

Geoff Gonzales, President  

Geoff.gonzales@tucsonaz.gov 

Frank Ganz, Vice President  

Frank.ganz@gmail.com 

Mandy Scholer, Treasurer  

m.scholer@comcast.net 

Cindy Schaap, Secretary  

Cindyschaap@cox.net 

SANDS Board Members  

Chad McKinley  

chadmc74@msn.com 

Kathy Getman  

kgetman@cox.net 

Steve Freeman  

sfreeman33@cox.net 

Amanda Holbert  

elegantiron@cox.net 
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Buddy Walk 2008 

Dear Tucson Buddy Walk Family,  

Thank you all for being a part of this ongoing celebration, now seven years old and thriving. 

Thank you, Sylvia Verdugo and Bob Skaggs, for beginning this great Tucson tradition in 2002 
and 2003, and Carolina and Eric Freund for expanding the event into DeMeester Amphitheater in 

2004 and 2005 and creating SANDS, the nonprofit organization that administers Buddy Walk and 

distributes the funds raised here to support groups and individuals in the Southern Arizona Down 

syndrome community.  
To our Volunteers, who come each year with awesome competence and unbridled enthusiasm 

as an indispensable part of the day ð running games, overseeing bouncy houses, serving food, 
selling raffle tickets and so many more roles that fuel this big picnic of ours - there can be no 
Buddy Walk without you.  As well our thanks extend to our exhibitors for providing an essential 

ingredient in the vast array of invaluable information and resources in an atmosphere of fun and 
festivity.   And we come to our incomparable entertainers:  Sahuaro HS Cheerleaders rallied our 
spirits with their acrobatics and grace, Down Siglo 21 performers delighted and amazed us with 

their talent and charm, and new this year, The Brown Suspects spoke to the heart with original 
compositions created just for this event, and Hula Momma and daughters unleashed a wish in 
many of us to learn this beautiful art form.  

What would we do without our vendors,  Eegees, A La Carte Rentals, Distinct Impressions, Ter-
ritorial Sign Co. and Frito Lay, who take care of us every year and who donate a significant por-
tion of our goods and services.  El Guero Canelo, valued providers for two Buddy Walks 

past, had an unexpected snag and will be 
back with us next year with their delicious 
Sonoran hotdogs.  

Finally, words fail when it comes to the 
Buddy Walk Planning Committee ð  Anne 
Simpson, Jodi Bess, Mandy Scholer, Kathy 

Getman, Cindy Schaap, Marcie Frederick, 
Stacie Emery, Terri Bordowitz, Georgia 
Swanson, Geoff Gonzales, Chad McKinley, 

Jamie Edgin, Jenne Breslin and Javier Vene-
gas, along with event day photographer Jeff 
Miller - a finer, more capable, more di-
verse, more fun group of individuals, who 

create together  in seamless harmony, is 
hard to imagine. 
As you read through the following honor 

roll of our Sponsors whose constancy and generosity ensures that SANDS continues in it mis-
sion to promote opportunities and provide resources for Southern Arizona's Down syndrome 
community, we know you will find the best possible way to acknowledge their contributions.  

With great joy at what has unfolded and anticipation of all that is yet to come, we pass the reins 
of Tucson Buddy Walk into the most capable hands of Jodi and James Bess.  
Onward and Upward,  

Caroline and Frank Ganz 
Coordinators, Tucson Buddy Walk 06, 07, 08 
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Volunteers needed: 
We have two vacancy on our Board  To make any program a success, means being involved 1-877-57SANDS  (72637) 

www.sandsaz.org 
info@sandsaz.org 

Buddy Walk 2008  

Sponsors, Contributors & Supporters  

Presenting Sponsor  

Wachovia Dealer Services  

Platinum  

Desert Diamond Casino * American Family Insurance  

Gold  

Mountain States, Inc, Westin La Paloma, Ad2  

Silver  

Distinct Impressions, Inc *  Eegees * M.J. Hight Jeweller  

City of Tucson, Nina Trasoff Ward 6 Council Member *  

A La Carte Rentals * SOS Exterminating * Tucson  Foothills Sertoma  

Territorial Sign Co * Ultima Self Defense & Fitness  

Bronze 

Jim Click Automotive Team* Canyon Ranch * Sam Pappas Photography  * Gelaccino * 49er Club * 

Frito -�/�D�\�����
���7�U�D�G�H�U���-�R�H�·�V���
���6�X�Q�I�O�R�Z�H�U���0�D�U�N�H�W���
���%�D�V�K�D�V�·���
�����'�L�Y�H�U�V�L�I�L�H�G���%�X�L�O�G�H�U�V���
���7�U�X�O�\���1�R�O�H�Q���
���3�L�P�D��
ACE Hardware *.Loews Ventana Canyon Resort * City of Tucson, Ward 1  

Silent Auction Providers 

�%�U�X�Q�V�Z�L�F�N���%�R�Z�O�����&�K�U�L�V���%�X�U�N�H�����&�K�X�\�·�V�����&�R�O�G���6�W�R�Q�H���&�U�H�D�P�H�U�\�����)�D�Q�W�D�V�W�L�F���6�D�P�·�V�����)�X�Q�W�D�V�W�L�F�·�V�����*�R�O�I���1��
�6�W�X�I�I�����,�P�D�J�H�V���6�D�O�R�Q�����,�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H���7�K�H�D�W�H�U�����-�H�Q�Q�L�H���*�U�H�H�Q�H�����.�L�Q�G�U�D���+�D�G�O�H�\�������/�D�I�I�·�V���&�R�P�H�G�\���&�O�X�E�����0�D�J�S�L�H��

�3�L�]�]�D�����3�H�W�H�U���3�L�S�H�U���3�L�]�]�D�����4�X�D�L�O���&�D�Q�\�R�Q���*�R�O�I�����5�H�L�G���3�D�U�N���=�R�R�����7�X�F�V�R�Q���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���0�X�V�H�X�P�����6�F�K�R�R�O��
House Inn, Sports Buzz Haircuts, Timberline Bees,  

Pledge Raisers 

The Families and Friends of:  

Carter Swanson, Claire Hadley, Dominique Freeman, Payton Merrill, Taylor Hartman, Lily Emery, 

Mateo Garcia, Alessandra Heavener, Lizzie Sandoval, Raymond Dale, Abriella Sanchez, Michyla Mas-

querades, Isablle Rhyner, Joey Kenney, Aileen Ganz, Mikey Luna, Jason Miller, Meghan, Amanda and 

Kara Levario, and Brooke.  

 

Tucson Buddy Walk 2008 raised over $34,000! 

The University of Arizona Down Syndrome Research 

Group is looking for individuals with Down syndrome to 

participate in the following studies:  
 

A study tracking cognitive and developmental progress in indi-

viduals ages 7-late adulthood, 2) a sleep study in children ages 

7-18 years, 3) language learning in 12 and 18 months old ba-

bies.  If you are interested in participating in any of the above 

studies, please call 520-626-0244. 
 

Thank you. 

Jamie Edgin, PhD 


